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SEA CREATURES, RIVER ART AND SCULPTURES THAT GROW

Western Australian regional centres have secured a total of over $90,000 for nine new arts projects in the latest funding round of the Australian Government’s Regional Arts Fund. Communities across the state have been allocated funds to support arts projects and residencies that will add to the quality of life in regional communities.
“The Regional Arts Fund provides significant opportunities for Western Australian communities, groups and individuals to participate in cultural activities and develop their own artistic works. The impact of the arts is overwhelming in building healthy and stable communities. There is a definite environmental flavour in this round, demonstrating how the arts are used to reflect the issues facing regional communities” said Country Arts WA Chair and National President of Regional Arts Australia, Suzie Haslehurst.

The Australian Government through the Department of Water, Environment, Heritage and the Arts has continued the Regional Arts Fund in the recent federal budget allocating $11.8 million dollars nationally for projects that support sustainable arts and cultural development in regional remote and very communities.

‘We are delighted that the Federal government has confirmed the continuance of the Regional Arts Fund.  This is one of the only national funding programs that is targeted specifically at regional Australia”, said Ms Haslehurst.

The following projects were successful in the March 2008 funding round;

· Rock Hole Long Pipe, Coolgardie Christian Aboriginal Parent Directed School $9,982. Artists, Indigenous and non-Indigenous community members will create a theatre experience that explores the history of Coolgardie using water as the theme.

· Artist’s development painting workshops, Waringarri Aboriginal Arts $14,300. Support for young and emerging artists to develop skills in painting techniques through a series of workshops
· Resurrect, Vancouver Arts Centre $12,000. 'Resurrect' is an artist in residence program on the theme of recycling and the environment. 

· Winter School, Moora Fine Arts $5,000. The Winter School provides workshops in artistic and cultural activities taught by professional tutors for the isolated residents of Moora and the wider region. 
· Art is alive – sculptures that grow, Southern Forrest Arts $15,000 Professional artists will work with local and regional residents to create a series of new living sculptures for the Southern Forest Sculpture Walk.
· Sprung Writers Festival, City of Albany $13,425 The Sprung Writers Festival in Albany will include community master classes and workshops on writing with established authors.

· Artist in residence Daevid Anderson, Cannery Arts Centre $1,800 Artist Daevid Anderson will undertake a residency in Esperance exploring the lead issue in collaboration with locals.

· River Art, Avon Valley Art Society, $13,500 Creation of a series of site specific artworks with community participation along the Avon River leading into the Wheatbelt Cultural Forum.

· Sea Art Sculptures, Geraldton Fisherman’s Association $10,000 A community based art and design workshop to produce sea sculptures from paper clay that reflect the WA fishing industry for display at Geraldton's Blessing of the Fleet.

The Regional Arts Fund is an Australian Government initiative supporting the arts in regional, remote and very remote/isolated Australia. The program is managed in Western Australia by Country Arts WA.

For media enquiries & further information contact:

Jessica Machin, Chief Executive Officer

Country Arts WA

Ph: 08 9200 0600
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