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The garage band that never had a garage




Nabarlek: The Garage Band That Never Had a Garage
WA Regional Tour
Regional and remote communities in Western Australia will have a chance to hear music inspired by the world’s oldest living culture when contemporary Indigenous band Nabarlek tours this September and October.

Country Arts WA, through its Shows On The Go program, will tour the award-winning band to 14 towns across the Kimberley, Goldfields, Ngaanyatjarra Lands, Wheatbelt, Pilbara and the Mid West. 

A nine-piece rock group from an outstation called Manmoyi at Arnhem Land, Northern Territory, the band describes its music as ‘Indigenous Roots’, a style which combines rock, reggae, country and gospel, infused with traditional Indigenous elements such as tribal language. 

“We are delighted to be touring Nabarlek in partnership with local community presenters.” said Jessica Machin, Country Arts WA’s CEO, “For eight weeks, communities in 14 towns will be entertained with the magical sounds of this award-winning band.” 
Fuelled by their passion for music and desire to pass on their traditional culture, the band has made its way from humble beginnings (when it formed, the group owned two busted acoustic guitars and a set of upturned flour tins which served as a drum kit) to become one of Australia’s most popular Indigenous bands. 

The group has previously performed with the Darwin Symphony Orchestra, Yothu Yindi and has supported Midnight Oil and, most recently, toured nationally supporting Australian music industry stalwarts Silverchair and Powderfinger.  
The group has earned a swag of awards and accolades including multiple Indigenous Music Awards as well as Deadly and ARIA award nominations.

Over the course of ten years Nabarlek has composed a repertoire of original songs based on traditional Indigenous stories of their past, people, land and culture and has recorded three albums, Munwurrk (Bushfire) in 1999, Bininj Manborth (Blackfella Road) in 2006 and last year released Manmoyi Radio. In addition, the group has released a live album recorded during the band’s 2004 Country Arts WA Regional Tour. 
Nabarlek tours to:
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Kununurra
Friday 5 September 

Halls Creek
Sunday 7 September 

Broome
Friday 12 September 

South Hedland
Sunday 14 September

Marble Bar
Wednesday 17 September

Tom Price
Friday 19 September

Newman
Sunday 21 September

Laverton
Thursday 25 September

Irrunytju
Monday 29 September

Warburton
Thursday 2 October

Coolgardie
Tuesday 7 October

Leonora
Thursday 9 October

Mount Magnet
Saturday 11 October

Moora 
Wednesday 15 October 
Shows on the Go is made possible through support from the State Government of Western Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts, Lotterywest, Healthway promoting a SmokeFree WA and WIN Television. 
The 2008 Nabarlek WA Regional tour is also supported by Playing Australia and Indigenous Services Australia. Tour coordination and financial support by Country Arts WA, in association with Skinnyfish Music.  
For more information about Country Arts WA and its Shows on the Go program visit www.countryartswa.asn.au 

For Nabarlek audio samples visit www.myspace.com/nabarlek or www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHf4Cob_D0I to view the Brown Bird video clip. 
To arrange interviews or for media enquiries contact:

Philippa Maughan
Performing Arts Touring Officer 
08 9200 6205 or regional freecall 1800 811 883 

pmaughan@countryartswa.asn.au 
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