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LOUDER
Contemporary Music Program 2012

Country Arts WA provides LOUDER funding to encourage the development of original contemporary music in regional Western Australia.

Country Arts WA does not coordinate contemporary music touring projects, but rather works with regional WA organisations to develop projects that achieve the program objectives.

To be eligible, applicants must be regional WA organisations. LOUDER funding does not extend to individual musicians or bands.
Country Arts WA and LOUDER will prioritise applications by regional contemporary music organisations aiming to develop cross-regional skills exchanges to build and sustain viable touring circuits and skills development. 

Country Arts WA and LOUDER may be able to support your organisation to incorporate regional contemporary music activities into your existing program by providing assistance for project expenses including professional fees, travel, accommodation, marketing and administration.

LOUDER aims to:

· Develop regional audiences for live original contemporary music.

· Develop regional musicians in the writing and performing of live original contemporary music.

· Develop an effective regional WA touring circuit for live original contemporary music.

· Ensure regional people have access to live performances of a diverse range of professional, original contemporary music.

· Encourage and support contemporary music organisations in coordinating regional activities.


Requests up to $25,000.00 (exclusive of GST) will be considered.
LOUDER Guidelines

For the purposes of the LOUDER program, contemporary music is defined as:

Music that is currently being written, recorded and/or performed by resident West Australians, with a priority being given to music that is broadly understood as being popular.

Priority will be given to projects that target regions and audiences that do not have regular access to live original contemporary music. The 2009-2012 Country Arts WA Focus Region has been identified as the Gascoyne. Country Arts WA ask that this region is considered in any potential projects (although it is not essential).
LOUDER will provide assistance for project expenses including professional fees, travel, accommodation, marketing and administration.

LOUDER will not fund interstate activities, interstate-based organisations, individual bands/musicians, projects for profit, purchase of capital items, fundraising activities or projects that have already occurred and organisations with outstanding acquittals at Country Arts WA, The Department of Culture and the Arts or Community Arts Network.

Requests up to $25,000.00 (exclusive of GST) will be considered. 

LOUDER funds MUST be used for a regional activity that is an addition to your core program, not to supplement core program activities.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to secure other sources of funding to extend their project. If LOUDER funding represents 100% of the project’s budget income, applicants will be expected to commit a significant in-kind contribution and source in-kind support from the host communities.

LOUDER applications will be assessed by the Touring Assistance Panel comprised of members of the Country Arts WA Board. The Touring Assistance Panel will assess all applications against eligibility and project objectives and determine the most appropriate allocation of funds for the funding round.

The Panel will ask the following questions in assessing your application:

· Has consultation been undertaken with regional communities to ensure that the content and structure of the project is responsive to the community’s needs and will have significant impact?

· Does the project offer developmental opportunities for regional artists, organisations and audiences in the many aspects of the contemporary music industry?

· Will the project develop new audiences for contemporary music in regional communities?

· Will the project develop regional venues/presenters in the creation, hosting or promotion of live original contemporary music? 

· Will regional communities gain exposure to live original contemporary music of a professional standard?

· Does the applicant organisation possess or have a commitment to developing skills in coordinating contemporary music activity in regional WA?

2012 Application Dates


Stage 1 – Concept Meetings 


All potential applicants to the LOUDER program MUST attend a concept meeting with the Country Arts WA Touring Officer, Simon O'Leary, to discuss their project concept. The Touring Officer will offer guidance in the development of both the application and project.


2012 LOUDER concept meetings will be held in the second week of February 2012.


To arrange a meeting time, contact Simon O’Leary at Country Arts WA on 08 9200 6204 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:soleary@countryartswa.asn.au" ��soleary@countryartswa.asn.au�


*Teleconference facilities are available for applicants unable to meet in person.





Stage 2 - Application


Applicants will then need to work with regional communities and the Country Arts WA Touring Officer to develop an application outlining developmental outcomes, dates, artists, venues and budget. Applicants are advised to submit a draft version of their application to the Touring Officer, at least two weeks before the due date.


Applications for the 2009 round of LOUDER are due on 16 March 2012 for projects occurring between May and December 2012.





�For more information or to arrange a meeting time contact:


Simon O’Leary at Country Arts WA on 08 9200 6204 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:soleary@countryartswa.asn.au" ��soleary@countryartswa.asn.au�  








